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on Surprise Hill, and though the explosion was a long time
coming, owing to a defective fuse, and we lost, in consequence,
eleven dead, forty-three wounded, and six prisoners, the deed
was accomplished, and the price was not too heavy. These
gallant adventures did much to put courage into the defenders
of Ladysmith.

Once again the enemy made an attack upon Waggon Hill,
and Caesar's Camp, on the other end of the ridge, this time
with practically the whole force of their investing army.
General Ian Hamilton hurried up some companies of Gordons
and Imperial Light Horse, and the 53rd Gun Battery. It was
essential that this ridge should be held. If once the Boers
could mount their guns on it, Ladysmith was doomed,

It was the hardest fight of the siege. The Boers fought with
desperate, heroic valour, and swept the hill with a storm of
rifle-fire. On some parts of the ridge our casualties were very
heavy. Out of thirty-three Gordons under one lieutenant, thirty
were severely wounded, and the Imperial Light Horse and
Rifles lost many officers and men. For more than a day the
battle continued, and then at last Ian Hamilton beat off the
Boers, punishing them heavily in their final stampede, and
Waggon Hill was still secure.

While Ladysmith was holding out in this plucky way, and
the spirits of the long-suffering civilians rose and fell as the
prospects of relief seemed near or far, Sir Redvers Buller had
regained his old nerve and resolution, and hammered away at
the hills which lay between his army and the besieged town.
Then once more he ordered a general assault upon the enemy's
position, and, by a clever piece of strategy, succeeded in
getting a strong force across one of the drifts of the Tugek
River, upon the enemy's right flank. General Hart's Irish
Brigade had to bear the brunt of the battle when this move-
ment was made, and, in spite of heavy losses, accomplished
their appointed task with heroic valour. In the centre of ttrfs
position, on the Boer right, rose a tall, jagged hill, called Spion
Kop, because from this eminence the Boers of the first trek